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Parents' guide to the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 
(EYFS) 

 
Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based and which: 

 promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the 
school and of society, and 

 prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later 
life. 

 
Early Years Foundation Stage 

 

 
Ages 0 (from birth) - 5 

 
Nursery and Reception 

 
Key Stage One 

 

 
Ages 5 – 7 

 
Years 1 and 2 

 
Key Stage Two 

 

 
Ages 7 -11 

 
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 

 
During your child’s time in Reception, he/she will continue the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
curriculum for children aged 0 to 5 years, which concludes at the end of their Reception year. There are 7 
areas of learning and development within the curriculum. These are separated into Prime areas and 
Specific areas.  
 
Prime areas are particularly crucial for igniting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for 
building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. They support development in all other 
areas of learning. They are:  
 
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
• Communication and Language 
• Physical Development 
 
Specific areas are four areas through which the prime areas are strengthened and applied. These include 
essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in society. They are:  
 
• Literacy 
• Mathematics 
• Understanding the World 
• Expressive Arts and Design 
 
The curriculum also defines three characteristics of effective learning:  
 
• playing and exploring 
• active learning 
• creating and thinking critically 
 
The ways in which the child engages with other people and their environment – playing and exploring, 
active learning, and creating and thinking critically – underpin learning and development across all areas 
and support the child to remain an effective and motivated learner. 
 
The Characteristics of Effective Learning and the prime and specific Areas of Learning and Development 
are all interconnected.  
 



 

Please see below for a more detailed outline of the characteristics of effective learning and the areas of 
learning and development. Your child will be assessed against each of these at the end of Reception.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

There are also four themes relating to this document. 

 
 
‘A Unique Child’, ‘Positive Relationships’ and ‘Enabling Environments’ need to be established before 
‘Learning and Development’ can take place. 
 
 
The government has also produced a Parents’ Guide to the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework, 
which explains the curriculum in more detail. Please find this document attached.  
 
Your child’s Key Person will be ______________, who, along with ______________, will make regular 
observations and assessments of progress and performance.  We will be available to speak to you at the 
start and the end of the day.  
The curriculum map below outlines how your child’s class teacher has personalised the programmes of 
study for each area of the Early Years Curriculum. This booklet also contains important information 
regarding homework, spellings, reading, PE and your child’s class assembly date so please keep this 
booklet in a safe place for future reference.  
 
If you want to keep up to date with what is happening with our curriculum, please keep viewing our 
school website: www.ladybridgeprimaryschool.co.uk  
The site works best on 'Google chrome'. 
 
Any questions regarding the Early Years Curriculum should be discussed with your child’s class teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
A Unique Child 
 

 
 
+ 

 
Positive 

Relationships     

 
 
+ 

 
Enabling 

Environments     

 
 
= 

 
Learning and Development 

 

Every child is a 
unique child 
who is 
constantly 
learning and 
can be 
resilient, 
capable, 
confident and 
self-assured. 
 

 Children learn to be 
strong and 
independent 
through positive 
relationships that 
are warm and 
loving, sensitive 
and responsive, 
stimulating, 
supportive and 
encouraging of the 
child’s own efforts 
and independence. 
There should be 
consistency in 
setting clear 
boundaries. 
The key person 
plays a vital role in 
the development of 
these positive 
relationships.   

 The environment 
plays a key role in 
supporting and 
extending 
children’s 
development and 
learning. Children 
learn and develop 
well in enabling 
environments, in 
which their 
experiences 
respond to their 
individual needs 
and there is a 
strong partnership 
between Early 
Years staff and 
parents and carers. 

 Children develop and learn in 
different ways. The framework 
covers the education and care 
of all children in early years 
provision, including children 
with special educational needs 
and disabilities. 
Early Years staff teach children by 
ensuring challenging, playful 
opportunities across the prime 
and specific areas of learning 
and development. 
 
Early Years staff also foster the 
characteristics of effective 
early learning 
• Playing and exploring 
• Active learning 
• Creating and thinking critically 

https://owa.boltonlea.org.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=I-MbcZVM90OL31mf8d078aKSafIJP9FIoyxa5N_nWQhSSUPv3_sCYESwNzk0paQHgIiWrl2Gv8A.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ladybridgeprimaryschool.co.uk%2f


 

Curriculum Map 
 

 
Term 

 

 
Autumn  

 

 
Spring  

 

 
Summer  

 

 
Whole School Events 

 

 
Halloween Disco, Christmas Fair, Christmas Parties, Valentine Disco, World Book Day, Teddy 
Bear’s Picnic, Sports Day, Talent Show.  
 

 
Possible Themes 

 

 
- Birthdays 
- Super Me 
- Super You 
- The World and Beyond 

  

 
- Animals 
- Marvellous 

Makers 
 

 
- Once Upon a Time 
- Under the Sea 

 
 

 
Literacy/Phonics 

 
-Reading 
-Writing  

 
 

 
-Recognise/write all the letters of the 
alphabet. 
-Blend the sounds together to read 
(including nonsense words) 
-Recognise/write some tricky words.  
-Segment 2/3 letter words to spell.  
-Handle books independently. 
-Identify rhyming words.  
-Recognise name.  
 
After October half-term:  
-Recognise and spot in words the 2 
letter sounds eg oi, ai.  
-Build on previous half-term, blending, 
segmenting, tricky words.  
-Read simple sentences and write 
simple captions (finger spaces etc.)  
-Recognise High-Frequency words.  
-Write full name from memory.  
-Know different styles of writing, for 
example, lists, instructions. 

 

 
-Find out the alternative ways of 
making the two letter sounds, eg 
ai, ay, a-e.  
-Build on previous term, 
blending, segmenting (4 letter 
words), tricky words.  
-Read more complex sentences 
and write simple sentences 
(finger spaces, capital letters and 
full stops etc.)  
-Learn the letter names.  
-Identify and explain the 
difference between fiction and 
non-fiction.  
-Understand how and why we 
might use a non-fiction book 
(using contents page etc).   
-Use the words ‘What, Where, 
How, Who, When’ to ask and 
write sentences. 
 
After February half-term:  
-Create and write own sentences, 
adding describing words to make 
a sentence more interesting.  
- Write own speech bubbles, 
labels, planning and writing their 
own fairy stories.  
-Look at story settings, characters 
(baddie etc), structure (problem 
in the middle of the story, 
problem is resolved at the end 
etc).  
-Read different versions of the 
same fairy story, eg The ‘Three 
Little Pigs’’, identifying 
similarities and differences.   
 
 

 
-Create and write a series of sentences. 
-Make sentences longer by adding the 
connectives, ‘and’, ‘but’, ‘so’, ‘because’.  
-Read and write much more complex 
sentences, focussing on L&S phase 4. 
 
After May half-term:  
-Continue and build on previous terms’ 
objectives.   
-Read and write much more complex 
sentences, focussing on L&S phase 4, 
begin phase 5 phonics with children 
who are ready.  

 
Mathematics 

 
-Numbers 
-Shape, Space and Measure  

 
 

 
-Recognise/order numbers to 10. 
-Count out loud to 20. 
-Count a given set of objects accurately, 
touching objects as we count. 
-Count actions. 
-Count out up to 6 objects from a larger 
group.  
-Separate a group of objects in different 
ways, beginning to recognise that the 
total is the same.  
-Name 2D and 3D shapes.  (knowing the 
difference i.e. flat, solid) 
-Understand and use positional 
language.  
-Begin problem solving. 

 
-Count out up to 20 objects from 
a larger group. 
-Embed one more/one less from 
a given number/objects, then 
moving on to two more/two less, 
three more/three less etc.  
-Use objects and number lines to 
work out simple addition and 
subtraction.  
-Use objects to work out simple 
division. 
-To develop an understanding of 
measures, time and money.  
-Identify and describe properties 
of 2D shapes.  

 
-Learn to halve numbers to 10.  
-Complete additions/subtractions using 
different methods.   
-Complete missing numbers in a 
number line to 20 and beyond.  
-Develop an understanding of 
symmetry.  
 
After May half-term:  
-Continue and build on previous terms’ 
objectives, working on some Year One 
objectives.  
-Begin to Double and halve numbers to 
20.  
 



 

 
After October half-term:  
-Recognise/order and write numbers to 
20. 
-Count out loud to 20. 
-Continue to count a given set of objects 
accurately, touching objects as we 
count. 
-Continue to count actions. 
-Count out up to 12 objects from a 
larger group. 
-Find the total of items by counting 
them all. 
-Find one more/one less than a given 
number or a given amount of objects.  
-Recognise and continue patterns. 
-Identify and describe properties of 2D 
shapes.  
 

 3D shapes. 
 
After February half-term:  
-Learn number bonds to 10.  
-Learn doubles to 10. 
-Count on/back from a given 
number up to 20.  
-Complete missing numbers in a 
number line to 20.  
 

 
Phonics/Reading 

Scheme 
 

 
-Phase 1 to Phase 4 of Letters and 
Sounds.  
-Reading Schemes used at Ladybridge: 
Oxford Reading Tree (Floppy Phonics 
and Songbirds) and Phonics Bug. (Grey 
to Yellow, then Blue level - moving onto 
green level etc, depending on the child)                

 
 

 
The following pages are a summary of each of the seven areas of learning:  
 

 Communication and Language Development  

 Physical Development 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World  

 Expressive Arts and Design  
 
If you would like more information regarding the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, please visit the 
following website:  http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/ 
 

 

 

Communication and Language Development  
  

 involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich learning environment; to develop 

their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of 

situations.  

 

 
 Physical Development  

 
 involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to develop 

their co-ordination, control and movement. Children must also be helped to understand the 



 

importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation to food. 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
  

 involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and to others; to form 
positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to 
manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have 
confidence in their own abilities.  

 

 

Literacy 
 

 involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. 
Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other 
written materials) to ignite their interest.  

 

 

 Mathematics  
 

 involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in counting, 
understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems; and 
to describe shapes, spaces and measures.   

 

 

Understanding the World  
 

 involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through 
opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the 
environment.   

 

 

 Expressive Arts and Design  
 involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, as 

well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and 
feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design 
and technology.    

 
 

 

Organisational Information 
 
Reading  - Every child in Reception will have one individual read each week and take part in one guided read 
session each week. This will commence next week. Further details to follow.  



 

 
Homework – Each child will receive a homework folder and will use this to bring their ‘homework’ (letter 
sounds/numbers taught) home every Friday. This will begin next week when we start the curriculum. Further 
details to follow.  
 
Spellings  - Children in Reception will receive weekly spellings from January.   
 
PE  - Weekly P.E. lessons take place every Friday morning. Please make sure that your child has their P.E. kit in 
school. For the next few weeks the children will just be changing into their pumps (not their full PE kit).   
Please encourage your child to: fasten/unfasten their own buttons on shirts/t-shirts etc, know how to take a 
jumper/t-shirt off, understand how to turn their clothes the correct way if they are inside out/upside down and 
put their shoes on the correct feet ready for when they get fully changed for PE after October half-term.   
 
I.C.T/Computing – I.C.T/computing lessons take place on Friday mornings.  This will include a combination of  
i-pad sessions and working on the computers in the I.C.T suite.   
 
Class Assembly Date – Friday 25th May 2018 from  9:15am to 10:00am in the hall.  
  
 
 

 
 

 
 


