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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Learning the letter sounds 
 
During the Reception year we follow the Jolly Phonic Scheme in the teaching of reading and initial letter 
sounds.  In this scheme the 42 main sounds of English are taught, not just the alphabet sounds.  For each sound 
there is an action, which helps the children remember the sound that the letter makes.  The letters are not 
introduced in alphabetical order.   
 
The first group – s, a, t, p – which the children have learnt this week, have been chosen because these letters 
make more simple three-letter words than any other four letters.   At the end of each week, we will send home 
a sound-sheet to accompany each letter and it is recommended that parents practise the actions, sounds and 
letter formations every night with their child. You do not need to return these sheets to school but we do 
suggest that they are kept in your child’s homework folder so that they can practise a little each day.  
 
Letter formation 
It is very important that your child holds their pencil correctly (please see your child’s key person if you are not 
sure) and forms the letters by moving in the correct direction, as it is difficult to correct this later on.   
The correct formation for each letter can be seen at the bottom of each sound-sheet. 
 
Pronunciation  
Please ensure that your child is pronouncing the sounds correctly. Once again the correct pronunciation can be 
found on the sheets.  
 
Blending 
We have also started the process of blending (only using the sounds we have learnt s, a, t, p), when the children 
say the sounds in the word and run them together to read the word: e.g. s – a – t is sat.  It is a technique that 
needs to be learned and it improves with practise. Some children do take longer to do this than others. 
 
Further information, 'A Guide to Jolly Phonics’ is available on the school website under ‘Curriculum Subjects, 
English, Phonics.’ There is also a short video demonstrating the correct pronunciation and action for each letter 
of the alphabet.  
We hope that you are able to help your child as often as possible.  Little and often is best.  There is no doubt 
that the effort on your part, at this stage, is well worth it.  Please do not hesitate to talk to me, if you have any 
concerns. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Miss Houghton and Miss Walsh.  
(Reception Teachers) 



 
 


